132 students celebrate YES graduation with breakfast
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Violet Hauze thinks her Your
Employability Skills class at Crest-
wood High School will help her
career, and she told about 150 people
gathered Friday morning at the
Pottsville Club how and why.

“We followed a schedule. We
learned what was expected of a
good employee,” said Hauze, who
was among 132 YES graduates hon-
ored at the program’s recognition
breakfast.
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Sponsored by the Northeast
Pennsylvania Manufacturers and
Employers Council Inc., the YES
Certificate Program teaches stu-
dents real-world knowledge they
will need in whatever career they
choose.

Students at 10 area high schools
and Schuylkill Intermediate Unit
29 can take the one-credit elective
course, which originated in York
County. In 2006, Schuylkill Haven
Area High School became the first
local school to offer it.

Hauze enjoyed the class, not only
for what she learned, including
budgeting, safety, time manage-
ment and teamwork, but also for
what it will mean down the road.

“We learned very valuable people
skills,” she said. “We studied how

to operate successfully as a team.”

Tamaqua Area High School
teacher John Matulevich said the
YES program’s first year at his
school helped the students in it.

“The endgame of education is
employability,” Matulevich said.
“We feel certain that you have the
tools and the skills necessary for
success,”

Those skills will help not only
students, but the entire area, said
Darlene J. Robbins, Northeast Penn-
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sylvania Manufacturers and
Employers Association presi-
dent.

“Our future workforce is
supported by everybody,” she
said. “Without you being pre-
pared, our county and our
region will not be able to
compete.”

Robbins said the program’s
growth demonstrates its mer-
it. In 2006-07, 14 students were
enrolled in it and six gradu-
ated, she said.

Frank J. Zukas, president
of the Schuylkill Econgmic
Development Coxmgprsaid
YES helps his agencyiatttact
jobs by showing companies
there are local people avail-
able to work for them. SED-
CO can provide locations for
companies to operate busi-
nesses, but more is needed,
he said.

“An equally critical piece
is the human element of it,”

' Zukas said. “The YES pro-
gram is a critical element of
our economic development.
This program, and the gradu-
ates that come out of it, will
have a competitive advan-

tage.”
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Mahanoy Area student Katie McCarthy talks about her
experience in the YES program Friday at the 2010 YES
Certification Program Recognition Breakfast at the

Pottsville Club.

After receiving their.cer-
tificates iridicatiiithey:gtad-
uated from the programysev-
eral students said they are
happy they participated.

“Even though it’s not a
very difficult class, you still
learn a lot more than you can
in other classes,” said Scott
Hoppes of Pottsville Area.

“It helped me get ready for
the future,” said Rebecca
Shire of Blue Mountain.

eil enjoyed ... the way they
preparggpyofor what you
would-probébly encounter in
job interviews,” said Bran-
dyn Snyder of North
Schuylkill.

“I thought it was very
influential. I feel more com-
fortable going in for an inter-
view,” said Kelsey White of
Pine Grove Area. “It’s a venye
good program and I woulll]
recommend it to anyone.”




